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(see Trachtenberg, page 3)

Who Said That?

“What is this need people have to abuse each other, and
then boast about it? What is this need that makes others
powerless before them, to see them bleed and scream
and beg for mercy? Psychologists theorize that torturers
are repeating their infantile impotence by inflicting it on
others. That seems glib to me. Empathy is a rare human
quality, but it is essential to our humanity.”

(See answer, page 3)

(see Media Campaign, page 3)

Trachtenberg Pivotal in
Passage of County’s
Anti-Discrimination Bill

We of Montgomery County NOW are
proud of the role Duchy Trachtenberg
played in securing legal protection for
transsexual individuals. She began her
political career here at MCNOW, first as
the chapter’s president, next as president of
Maryland NOW and then as chair of
NOW’s mid-Atlantic region, gaining

recognition as a capable policy-maker along the way. Last
year, Duchy was elected to an At-Large seat on the Mont-
gomery County Council and in this capacity introduced the
legislation bringing civil rights to a beleaguered minority.
With Trachtenberg’s bill, Montgomery County joins 13
states, the District of Columbia, and several municipalities in
providing broad protections for transsexual persons in
employment and housing. It will not, however, cover access
to public restrooms, a subject that drew intense resistance.
Three years ago, Equality Maryland began a campaign to
pass a transgender anti-discrimination law in Montgomery
County. It found a willing advocate in recently elected
Councilmember Trachtenberg whose chief of staff, Dana
Beyer, is a retired eye surgeon and a transgender woman.
Equality Maryland has fought even longer for full
transgender equality in the state.  In 2001, the Maryland
General Assembly passed a bill prohibiting discrimination on
the basis of “actual or perceived sexual orientation.” But the
legislation did not include the category “gender identity and
expression.” An attempt to add the category failed last year
by one vote in a Maryland Senate committee, but proponents
will try again this month.
Trachtenberg’s bill, including the gender identity and
expression category, was unanimously passed in November
by the Montgomery County Council (eight voting and the
ninth, George Leventhal [D-At-Large], absent but in support
of the measure).
The legislation had its foes — the same groups that opposed
the current sex education program in the county’s middle
schools. This time, the point of contention was the fear that
men would have easy access to women’s public restrooms.
The Washington Post reported that opponents felt “the bill
was written so broadly as to expose young girls in locker

Media Justice Campaign
Launched by NOW
Foundation
BY LISA BENNETT
NOW COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR

It goes without saying that women will not be truly equal
until we have full and fair representation in the media. As far
back as 1966, NOW’s founders were talking about the
impact of media on women’s lives and recognized that
changing images of women in media would require fighting
on multiple fronts.
What would truly equal media look like? Well, it would
include many more women media owners and high-level
executives, high visibility, and more women experts weigh-
ing in on the big issues of the day on political talk shows and
newspaper op-ed pages.
More TV shows and movies would portray women as real,
multi-dimensional people worthy of respect, not just arm
candy for men or rape/murder victims. There would be more
music and web sites that don’t rely on humiliating women
and girls for fun and profit.
Finally, we’re not just talking about reforming mainstream
media, but also creating and utilizing alternative forms of
media and guaranteeing that all women have access to these
critical information sources.
Media access also is important because the media affect all
the other issues close to feminists’ hearts. We cannot
advocate effectively for pay equity or violence prevention,
for example, if all the public gets is one-sided analysis and
incorrect information.
With so much to cover and so many people eager to talk
about the media’s powerful role in our society, NOW
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MC NOW President’s Message

TO VOTE OR NOT TO VOTE—
SHE MADE THE CHOICE A REALITY FOR WOMEN

CAROLE RAYBURN, PRESIDENT, MCNOW

In this day of bombardment with holiday events, voting choices, and political pundits,
excitement and confusion may reign and clutter the air with serious frustration and
thoughts of avoidance of being in the middle of the fray.  While we have some very
interesting presidential candidates from whom to choose, some of us may wish to opt
out of the voting process instead of exercising our right to vote.

In making our decisions about whether we will vote or won’t vote, and for whom we
may vote, let us not forget who fought long and hard—almost to her death—to get us
that precious choice.  Alice Paul suffered imprisonment, forced feeding, shame and
humiliation to get the 19th amendment enacted to allow women the right to vote.  Most
of her life was devoted to this mission, this single-handed focus on women’s suffrage,
this very costly victory for women.  So whether we choose to vote or not, whether we
see all of the political ponderings and solicitations as bothersome impositions, this our
grand foremother  acquired for us.  It was and is a gift not lightly gained, and we should
consider the choice of voting with deep gratitude and meaning, and thanks to Alice Paul.

Commission Hosts Legislative Briefing

This will be the 28th year that the Montgomery County Women’s Commission has
hosted an annual Women’s Legislative Briefing. Co-sponsored by more than 50
women’s and community organizations, including MCNOW, this no charge event
will address legislative proposals being considered in the upcoming sessions of
the Maryland General Assembly and U.S. Congress.

Montgomery County Executive Isiah Leggett and County Council President
Michael Knapp will give the welcoming remarks.

The keynote address will be presented by Irene Navidad, president of the
Global Summit for Women, an annual gathering of women leaders from around
the world. Navidad also chaired the National Commission on Working Women
and was president of the National Women’s Political Caucus.

The Briefing will hold workshops including Women and Health; Women and
Immigration; Women and the Law; Women and the Economy; Women and
Politics: Effective Advocacy – Understanding the Budget and Legislative
Process — and newly added this year, Women and Politics: Running a Cam-
paign for Political Office. The program will conclude with a reception with
County and State elected officials.

28th Annual Women’s Legislative Briefing
Sunday, January 27, 2008 – 12:30 to 5 pm
National 4-H Conference Center
7100 Connecticut Ave., Chevy Chase, Md.

Free, but registration is required. To pre - register call 240-777-8330; TDD,
301-279-1034. Or register on site from 12:30 to 1 pm.
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Trachtenberg  (continued from page 1) Media Campaign (continued from page 1)

rooms to naked male cross-dressers.” After being deluged by
e-mails, phone calls and radio ads, Trachtenberg pulled the
language referring to restrooms. “We’re just being pragmatic
here. The bill still does what it’s supposed to do,” she said.
As it now stands, the law prohibits discrimination based on
gender identity in housing, employment, and taxi and cable
service, and public accommodations — with the bill’s
definition of access to public accommodations removed.
Instead of allowing access based on the gender that a person
“publicly and exclusively” asserts, the question will be
answered by the County’s Office of Human Rights if an
instance of alleged discrimination should occur, the Post
reported.
Michael Dennis, Compliance Director for the County’s
Office of Human Rights, said there have been maybe two or
three complaints of gender-identity discrimination in his 31
years of working there. Human rights officials in cities
where there are laws or regulations that deal with restroom-
type situations in a liberalizing way report no problems. In
San Francisco, for instance, its law has not been used as a
cover for criminal activity even once since it was enacted
more than a decade ago. In Boulder, Colorado, there have
not been any complaints from businesses or employers.
Equality Maryland is happy with the final result. Its newslet-
ter applauds Trachtenberg and the County Council for
passing the transgender anti-discrimination bill “in the face
of great hostility from rabid, anti-LGBT (lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender) forces.”

Foundation decided it was the right time to join NOW in
launching a multi-faceted media campaign.
A centerpiece of this new campaign will be a media blog by
NOW Foundation staff that will tackle all kinds of media:
TV programming, newspapers, magazines, radio, Internet,
books, all forms of advertising, video games – you name it!
The blog will single out examples of media that degrade
women and girls and those that uplift. The blog and the
whole campaign will promote awareness, stimulate conver-
sation and inspire action. Finally, NOW Foundation will
provide tools to help educate others and make a real impact
on media justice. Stay tuned for the campaign premier at
www.nowfoundation.org.

One Focus: Music Videos

By Rose Afriyie, Field Organizer for National NOW

Sparked by a resolution at NOW’s annual conference, NOW
Foundation is already active in encouraging women and girls
to evaluate the cultural messages transmitted in some of
today’s music. Field organizers have traveled around the
country, facilitating campus dialogues and community
forums to rave reviews in Washington, DC and elsewhere.
The organizers often utilized Dreamworks 3, a documentary
produced by Media Education Foundation and directed by
Sut Jhally. The film provides a thoughtful perspective on
how various filming techniques (such as camera shots that
pan over women’s bodies as a number of disconnected body
parts) can dehumanize women and create an environment
where sexual assault and violence against women are not
taken seriously. The discussion of the portrayal of women in
music videos has developed into a dialogue about everyday
instances of street harassment and violence.
Along with working to raise awareness about the impact on
girls who are bombarded by these images, NOW Foundation
is joining with institutions that are investigating the eco-
nomic circumstances of women and people of color who are
often featured in music videos.
In February, NOW Foundation will make a presentation at
Alabama State University on “Patriarchal Gangsterism,” a
concept coined by bell hooks, which explores how media
consolidation negatively influences the portrayal of both
men and women in the African American community.
Understanding that these portrayals are bound to issues of
race, class and gender, NOW Foundation also recognizes
that the voice of women in music videos has often been
silent, sexualized or excluded entirely. In future initiatives,
NOW Foundation hopes to create dialogues where women in
this industry have a safe, nonjudgmental space to speak on
their participation – and agency in that participation – in
music videos and musical content. (National NOW Founda-
tion Times, Fall 2007)

Answer to Who Said That, page 1
ERICA JONG

The Washington Post, 11-03-07

Writer Erica Jong is reacting to the powerful paintings
of Fernando Botero, the Colombian artist who paints
pictures of supposedly “happy” roly-poly people.
Since viewing his series on Abu Ghraib, however, Jong
now sees “all of Botero’s work as a record of the
brutality of the haves against the have-nots.” She
writes that “American torture is different from other
tortures because of the high opinion we have of our
country and ourselves. Torture is something others do.
We are above that. We are reasonable people gov-
erned by a great Enlightenment document we call The
Constitution. We help, not hurt, people all over the
world.” Comparing Botero’s Abu Ghraib series to
Picasso’s “Guernica,” Jong says “we might ask what
power art can have in general. Did Goya stop cruelty in
his time, or Picasso in his? No. But the role of the artist
in raising our consciousness and bearing witness is
essential.” [Sadly, when we compare the work of artists
such as Botero to those who use their skills to glorify
violence and torture, we can come to the conclusion that
violence increasingly “wins” the popularity contest. – Ed.]
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Task Force to Take On
Sexualization of Girls
BY MARY BAILEY
CHAIR, SEXUALIZATION OF GIRLS TASK FORCE

An opportunity has opened for us to act on our convic-
tions. Not just NOW members, but people in general, are
disturbed and disgusted by a culture that sexualizes girls.
In a series of recent articles, this newsletter summarized
“The Sexualization of Girls,” a devastating report by the
American Psychological Association. As feminists, we
cannot let this information fade into the background. It is
too important to the welfare of all our children. Therefore
the Montgomery County NOW Board has authorized me to
start an informational campaign called the Sexualization of
Girls Task Force.

The chapter has already urged the Montgomery County
Board of Education to include insights from the APA study
in its middle school curriculum. And, as soon as the
holidays are over, letters will be mailed to women’s groups
in the county, asking them to send supporting letters to
the school board. A list of the organizations is being
compiled now, so it would help if you sent the president’s
name and address of any group you know to me at
bravenewworld@starpower.net.

To be really effective, however, we need to go beyond
school boards and start educating the general public until
the ill effects of the sexualization of girls become widely
known. This means expanding our effort in ever widening
circles until we cover as many avenues of communication
as possible. There are ways to do this, but it will take real
commitment.

 Who should join the Sexualization of Girls Task Force?
Obvious candidates include women and men who have
been ranting and raving seemingly forever about the
sexualization taking place in our culture.  Also valuable
are people who enjoy the challenge of finding new angles,
new approaches to old problems and have the time and
willingness to do their share of the research and paper
work.  Is this you — or a friend of yours? (Friends need not
live locally, so long as they are committed to the issue and
are willing to become MCNOW members.) Also apprec i -
ated are people who, while not able to commit themselves
fully, offer their skills on an as-needed basis.

If you and/or your friend are interested in joining the
Sexualization of Girls Task Force, please contact me as
soon as you can at www.bravenewworld@starpower.net.
To find the newsletter’s 5-page summary of the APA
report, you can go to the chapter’s web site,
www.mcmdnow.org and click on “Sexualization of Girls.”
Or you may choose to read the full 65-page study at
www.apa.org/pi/wpo/sexualization.htm.

“WE CAN DO THIS”

International Violence Bill
before Senate
The International Violence Against Women Act was intro-
duced in the Senate October 31, 2007 by Senators Joseph
Biden (D-DE) and Richard Lugar (R-IN), the chair and
ranking member of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee.
“The bill includes a three major provisions to fight violence
against women,” reports the Feminist Daily News Wire.
“First, it would create a central Office for Women’s Global
Initiatives to coordinate U.S. policies, programs, and
resources that deal with women’s issues. Second, it requires
a five-year comprehensive strategy to fight violence against
women in targeted countries and provides $172 million a
year to support programs that fight violence against women.
Last, the bill mandates training, reporting mechanisms, and a
system for dealing with women and girls afflicted by
violence during humanitarian, conflict, and post-conflict
operations.”
More than 100 non-governmental organizations offered
expert advice to help write the bill that focuses on gender-
based violence, human rights, health care, international
development and aid; NGOs included the Women’s Edge
Coalition, the Feminist Majority, Amnesty International, the
Center for Women’s Global Leadership, and the Human
Rights Watch. (Clearinghouse for Women newsletter, 11/07).

Submissions to Newsletter Welcome
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bravenewworld@starpower.net

Write P.O. Box 2301
Rockville, MD
20847-2301
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Remembering Jane Lawton
1944 -2007
BY HOLLY JOSEPH

Jane Lawton – most recently and happily known as Delegate
Lawton of District 18 – was known for her exceptionally keen
intellect, which she so charmingly paired with a sunny and
caring personality. She enjoyed an unusual combination of
joyful traits that brought her the favorable attention of so many
who became her admirers.
I first met Jane over the phone when she was working for U.S.
Representative Carl Albert (D-Okla), invariably referred to as
The Speaker, while I was working in the Congressional Liaison
Office of the department that was then called Health, Education
and Welfare. Finding that we were both from Oklahoma was
enough reason to strike up a friendship in the early ‘70s.
One of my fondest qualities of Jane’s was her going out of her
way to bring people together. I was in a number of settings
where she would come up to “visit” (an Oklahoman term) and
to introduce me to someone I would like to know. Knowing that
I had just moved to Bethesda and just had a baby, she intro-
duced me to a friend of hers who lived nearby, also with a baby
daughter. Then she came from Virginia with her young daughter
so all six of us could meet and lunch together, forming friend-
ships that lasted over thirty years.
Sometime between then and now, our four children grew up
(two of them named Stephanie), thousands of meals were made
and consumed, and hundreds of meetings were attended. In
addition, Jane became Chair of the Town of Chevy Chase,
worked for the Montgomery County government in the
administrations of Neal Potter and Doug Duncan, and started
Montgomery Women, among many other things. She happily
filled in a term for a retiring delegate to the MD General
Assembly and moved her focus to the State government in
Annapolis – just as her seat is now being filled, but much more
sadly.
Not being in her legislative district, I declined to deluge her
with my legislative priorities, but I did write her on occasion. It
was surprising to me that she wrote back enthusiastically,
impressively knowledgeable about the subject and vitally
interested in it. Last spring I attended a forum where she
expertly summarized the work of the last legislative session.
And I spoke with her most recently at a presidential debate
where each national candidate had a local representative – and
where Duchy Trachtenberg represented Hillary Clinton. Jane
came because she found joy in being in such a setting.
I asked her that night if she thought there would be a special
legislative session in Annapolis. She expressed confidence that
the Governor would not call one. Of course, soon thereafter, he
did. In fact, she was scheduled to speak before a group of
Riverkeepers as an expert on the Chesapeake Bay, and her
speech had to be postponed because of that special session.
How I wish I could personally tease her for her astute political
foresight on that occasion. More seriously, Jane got to return to

the Assembly for those two weeks to a setting in which she
thrived and in which her talents were put to such good use.
At the service for her, her husband acknowledged the atten-
dance of Governor Martin O’Malley and Comptroller Peter
Franchot, and charged them with working out their profound
differences over allowing slot machines at racetracks. “Jane
would have wanted you to,” he gently opined.
And so she left us to do all that she would have wanted – so
much, and, as she has now made us so painfully aware, in so
little time.

Norman Mailer
1923-2007
There are obituaries extolling Norman Mailer, especially his
two non-fiction works – his “masterpiece” The Armies of the
Night and his “magisterial” book, The Executioner’s Song.”
But there is a side to Norman Mailer that is purely sadistic
woman-hating, as feminist Kate Millett was the first to
charge in her 1970 book, Sexual Politics. (Millett subse-
quently made the cover of Time.) He stereotyped African
Americans as “beast-like sexual athletes” and referred to the
penis as “the avenger” in orgies of sexual violence (Adver-
tisements for Myself). Millett quoted many passages from
Mailer’s oeuvre, such as, “…he named various parts of her
body and described what he would do to them, how he
would tear this and squeeze that, eat here and spit there,
butcher rough and slice fine, slash, macerate, pillage, all in
an unrecognizable voice which must have issued between
clenched teeth, until his appetite satisfied, I could see him
squatting beside the carcass, his mouth wiped carefully with
the back of his hand. With that, he sighed, as much as if to
say, ‘A good piece of ass, by God.’” (Barbary Shore)
Mailer’s personal life paralleled his writings. Upon hearing
in 1954 that a mutual frie nd had stabbed his “mistress” (sic),
he told writer William Styron, “God, I wish I had the courage
to stab a women like that. That was a really gutsy act.” (Bio
by Carl Rollyson) Later, in 1960, Mailer did stab a woman
—his second wife. He brawled in barrooms, held bacchanals,
bit off part of actor Rip Torn’s ear. He also head-butted
author Gore Vidal and punched him in the mouth after Vidal
wrote that there was “a logical progression” from Henry
Miller to Mailer to Charles Manson.
Mailer was one of mid-century America’s eminent definers
of maleness. In place of Humphrey Bogart as cultural hero,
he glorified the sexually violent man. To Mailer, sex was
really “better off dirty, damned, even slavish! than clean and
without guilt.” Without guilt, he said, sex is “meaningless.”
(Armies of the Night) Some obituaries have noted that
Norman Mailer softened in his later years. Maybe so. Or
maybe he just got tired. Whatever, his influence lives on in
the minds and perhaps the sexuality of the young men who
read his books. — MB
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Girls Gotta Run, Right?
In December 2005, local artist and former Women’s Studies
Professor Patricia Ortman read an article in the Washington
Post that got her fired up. The article told of rural teenage
Ethiopian girls who, but for the lack of a pair of shoes, could
finish high school and perhaps go on to a technical school or
college. And the avenue of escape from a life fraught with
poverty, pain and possible early death for these girls was
athletics.
Ethiopian girls’ enrollment in school is among the lowest in
the world, and women and girls are more likely to die in
childbirth, due to early marriage, than reach sixth grade.
Ethiopia has the highest rate of vaginal fistulas, a tearing
during childbirth of the wall that separates the vagina from
the colon. Often insufficiently repaired in rural villages, the
fistulas can be the cause of lifelong infections and commu-
nity avoidance as “unclean.”
Dr. Ortman read that many Ethiopian girls are finding a way
out of their villages by migrating to Addis Ababa and being
trained as runners. Running is a popular sport in Ethiopia
and elsewhere, where races are numerous. Many girls and
their parents have begun to see careers as professional
runners as viable options in a country where girls as young
as 12 can be sold as brides by parents desperate for dowry
payments. Today, seven out of 10 top-earning athletes in the
country are women.
Getting athletic shoes, however, is a big obstacle for these
student runners. Imagine being literally “stopped dead in
your tracks” only because you don’t have the proper shoes!
Therefore Pat and her artist friends have formed an organiza-
tion to buy shoes for the girl runners of Addis Ababa.
If you would like to contribute to the shoe project, contact
the Girls Gotta Run Foundation at www.girlsgottarun.org.
All labor to administer the foundation, including that of
Director Patricia Ortman, is volunteered, so that almost 100
percent of its funds go to buy the shoes. GGRF is a non-
profit, tax-exempt organization.

— MB

Field Trip
Patty Cannon House

6070 Federalsburg Rd, Federalsburg, MD
 “At the end of a remote road on
the Delaware/Maryland border
stands a lone house. It’s the kind
of place you could get away with
murder. Legend has it that in the
1820s, one woman did,” reported

PBS’s History Detectives in 2004. “She ran a gang of
murderous kidnappers. She was known around here as
‘the wickedest woman in the world.’ And it’s said that this
house was her headquarters. The state of Maryland even
put up a sign marking the spot. But is the story really
true?” Upon investigation, the program learned that Patty
Cannon and her son-in-law Joe Johnson indeed kid-
napped free blacks and sold them into slavery, using
Patty’s house as their base of operations. Published
reports from escaped victims and white neighbors spoke
of leg irons, whippings, months-long imprisonment,
bodies buried on the property, and the killing of a black
child whose body was carried out “not yet dead in her
[Patty’s] apron but that it never returned.” The house
belonged to Patty from 1826 to 1829, when she was
arrested on suspicion of murder. She died in jail of natural
causes before she could be hanged. Before you head out
for the Patty Cannon House, however, be informed that the
house now on the property has its original porch, which
means it could not have been built before porches were
added to houses in the 1840s. The real Patty Cannon
House was torn down in 1948, the History Detectives
discovered. But you can always check whether Maryland
has torn down the sign yet.

How It Was January 1970

18 England’s Football Association decides to make a
public announcement tomorrow that women will be
permitted to play soccer.

31 Dr. Bernice Sandler of the Women’s Equity Action
League complains in an open letter to the Department
of Labor about sex discrimination at all universities
holding federal contracts, thus instigating 350 similar
actions within two years.

(Selections from The Liberated Woman’s Appointment
Calendar, 1972-74. The year starts out on a pitiful note. But
cheer up, actions will start rolling as the year progresses.)

Oral History Project Needs
Participants
JOHANNA ETTIN
ORAL HISTORY PROJECT DIRECTOR

Every activist has a story to tell, and anyone who has served
in a state or local office has a box somewhere in the back of
a closet with a stash of newsletters and flyers, candidates’
questionnaires and news clippings too precious to toss.
In the first phase of the Oral History project we are inter-
viewing people who were active in the years from 1972 to
1982. We also are working to build a list of libraries and
archives of women’s history where local activists can send
their memorabilia and know that it will be valued, taken care
of, and made available to scholars.
If you were active in those years and are willing to be
interviewed, or of you have records you would like to see
appropriately placed, please contact the project at
oralhistory@nowfoundation.org or call the project director at
202-986-4260. And, of course, let us know if you would like
to make a contribution to support these preservation efforts.
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Elsewhere in the World
ABRIDGED FROM WWW.WOMENSENEWS.ORG

November 8, 2007
Maternal Health Donations
Overflow Bush Blockade

On the heels of a major maternal mortality
conference in London, foreign governments and large
foundations are marshalling larger funding commitments to
the UN Population Fund for maternal health initiatives. The
fund has been shunned by the Bush administration since
2002 via a Reagan-era amendment giving presidential
discretion to withhold funding from any group or agency
involved in coercive abortion or sterilization. Since then, the
battle has waged over whether the UN agency matches that
description. The Bush White House has refused to release
the $34 million Congress has authorized each year since
2002, which now totals $204 million. The withheld U.S.
money would have allowed the Population Fund to prevent
244,000 maternal deaths, help 68 million women delay
pregnancy, and prevent 2.4 million women from suffering
adverse health effects during pregnancy and childbirth. As
other nations increase their donations to maternal health
initiatives, major private U.S. donors include the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation ($486 million), the John D. and
Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation ($11 million), and the
David and Lucile Packard Foundation, Exxon/Mobil and
GlaxoSmithKline as well.

November 17, 2007
Iraqi Women Under Assault

In Basra, Iraq, religious extremists are waging a violent
campaign against women who do not dress or behave accord-
ing to their strict interpretation of Islam. “They kill women,
leave a piece of paper on her dress or dress her in indecent
clothes so as to justify their horrible crimes,” said the Basra
police chief. Militants murdered 42 women between July and
September, reported the BBC. Also, women’s groups in Iraq

are reporting a wave of attacks against male gynecologists.
One medical group said that at least 22 doctors received
threatening letters and two doctors were killed last week as
they left their clinics. The extremists argue that male doctors
should not see women’s reproductive organs.

November 30, 2007
Paper Shines Bright Light Into India’s Brothels

Red Light Despatch , a monthly publication written by and
for prostitutes in India, covers personal stories, human
trafficking, sex-worker advocacy, and current events that
relate to women. The newspaper is an offshoot of Apne Aap
(“By Myself” in Hindi), founded in 1997 by Ruchira Gupta
after she noticed a scarcity of women between 15 and 45 in
the villages of Nepal. The villagers told her they had all gone
to Mumbai. “There is an entire supply chain that includes the
local village procurer, the pimp, the brothel manager, and the
moneylender and so on. It’s like 19th century slavery,” she
says. Gupta filmed the Emmy-winning documentary, “The
Selling of Innocents” that same year. Then, in 2006, Gupta
and journalist Anurag Chaturvedi began the Despatch in a
Mumbai neighborhood with small, cramped houses that
serve as brothels. Established by the British to service their
soldiers about 300 years ago, the area is one of the largest
red-light districts in India with approximately 22,000 sex
workers. “A lot of these women have suffered extreme
violence. There are premenstrual girls who have been locked
up and raped repeatedly,” says Chaturvedi.. “You live in a 5-
feet-by-6-feet room. In that small room you gather your
whole world; you keep your God, your makeup, you deliver
your children here, and you service the client while your
child plays on the floor… . And every minute, some part of
your human dignity is being eroded.” In addition to its paper,
Apne Aap offers programs that teach wage-earning skills and
ways female teens can avoid trafficking. It now boasts 5,200
members in six centers of prostitution across four Indian

states.

December 1, 2007
News to Cheer

* Australia: Labor politician Julia Gillard is the first
woman to become deputy prime minister, the nation’s
second highest office. * Britain: In a new policy for rape
victims, video statements made by a victim will be admis-
sible as primary evidence in court and accusations will be
prosecuted no matter how much time has elapsed since the
crime occurred. * Africa: In Kenya, female genital mutila-
tion dropped 50 percent between 1999 and 2007. In
Cameroon, the only African country to virtually wipe out
the practice, it has dropped to 1 percent over the last eight
years. * Italy: The first advertisement to use the word
“condom” has begun filming. Director Francesca
Archibugi called it “a triumph against taboo.”
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The Watchful Eye
BY MARY BAILEY

Shots Heard ‘Round Richmond.
Come January, women and minorities
will dominate the Virginia Senate. Up
till now, rural white men have chaired
the Senate’s 11 permanent committees.
But starting in 2008, those committees
will include seven white women and
four African Americans, three of
whom are women. There will be only
three white men. The newly in-charge
Senate Democrats are expected to
repel Republican attempts to curb

services to illegal immigrants, overhaul the mental health
laws, and promote the new Democratic Gov. Timothy M.
Kaine’s proposal to establish a pre-kindergarten program.
Based on a report commissioned by Congress that found
students receiving abstinence-only education were just as
likely to have sex as those who did not, Gov. Kaine cut from
the state budget a $275,000 matching grant for an absti-
nence-only sex ed program. With this, Virginia becomes the
14th state to refuse federal money for that purpose (Wash
Post 11-13 and 11-22-07).
Please stop accepting ads for Camel No. 9 cigarette, more
than three dozen members of Congress asked 11 magazines
with large female readerships. A descendant of R.J.
Reynold’s Joe Camel campaign, Camel No. 9 is dressed in
hot pink and aimed at girls, according to Newsweek colum-
nist Anna Quindlen. “Usually, when Congress calls, people
respond,” Quindlen says. Instead, “the silence was deafen-
ing.” A second letter brought a huffy response from Vogue,
stating that the request was “at odds with the basic fabric of
our country’s value system” and like “asking the New York
Times not to run the Pentagon Papers.” In Quindlen’s view,
magazines that print stories about products that can kill their
readers should skip those ad revenues altogether (Newsweek
10-01-07).
My, that was fast.  On Dec. 3, Don Imus returned to radio
— scarcely eight months after his disgrace for calling
players of a Rutgers basketball team “nappy-headed ho’s.”
His return is embellished with a multimillion-dollar contract
and prime time on WABC, one of the country’s most popular
stations. Imus follows in the steps of other shock jocks who
have been received back in the fold: sportscaster Marv
Albert, who’s been charged with forcible sodomy; sexually
explicit Pat O’Brien; racially/sexually offensive Opie and
Andy, and Howard Stern, he of the multiple FCC fines
(Wash Post 11-25-07). Shall we time how long it takes for
the politicians and journalists to come padding back as
guests on Imus’s show? Oops, too late. Presidential hopefuls

Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz) and Sen. Chris Dodd (D-Conn)
have already phoned in their congratulations, and political
operatives James Carville and Mary Matalin (D and R,
respectively) attended Imus’s $100-per-person benefit held
that same evening  (Wash Post 12-4-07). They supported
Imus return, despite the fact that he says, “The program is
not going to change” (Time, 12-17-07).
Women’s Campaign Forum just published its survey of
female appointments to the cabinets of the 50 state gover-
nors. Here are the mid-Atlantic results: Maryland: 22 women
appointed to 27% of cabinet jobs by the state’s first-term
Democratic governor. Pennsylvania: 26 appointed to 31% of
jobs by a re-elected Democratic governor. Virginia: 11
appointed to 36% of jobs by its first-term Democratic
governor. Delaware: 13 appointed to 38% of jobs by a re-
elected Democratic governor. And last and best, West
Virginia, with 8 women appointed to 50% of jobs by the
state’s first-term governor (Wash Post, 11-22-07).
Messages from the media. Kids get older younger, or
“KGOY,” is a “brilliant” marketing concept, according to
consulting firm CEO Gary Stibel — especially for its focus
on younger girls. “Historically, the marketing rules have said
that up to a certain age boys and girls were the same.” Now,
thanks to KGOY marketing, a 6-year-old girl tunes into the
same pop sensations a 10-12 year-old might have listened to
a generation ago. (Time, 10-29-07)….Waterboarding as
entertainment: This from a letter to Tom Ricks’s Mailbox
column: “stir in a heavy dose of persuasive drama in shows
like ‘24,’ which show the American hero brutalizing prison-
ers and invariably getting the hot intelligence he needs to
save a city in a matter of moments (not counting the break
for a commercial). How persuasive is that to many viewers?
I can tell you that it was certainly persuasive to some young
Army interrogators I taught last year at Ft. Sam Houston”
(Wash Post 11-11-07)….”Beowulf,” the movie, departs from
the classic tale with Angelina Jolie’s role as Grendel’s
mother. Instead of appearing as “that swamp-thing from hell/
the tarn-hag” of the poem’s text, Jolie looks like a “buff
naked” femme fatale (without really being undressed) in
stiletto heels (Wall St. Jrnl, 11-13 and 11-16-07).
Notable quotable. Republican presidential candidate Mike
Huckabee “tells the New York Times that he doesn’t know a
lot about Mitt Romney’s faith, but isn’t it the one in which
Jesus and the devil are brothers? This made me miss the old
days of Gore Vidal’s ‘The Best Man,’ in which a candidate
started a whispering campaign that his opponent’s wife was a
thespian.” (Columnist Peggy Noonan, Wall Street Journal,
12-15-07)
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MC NOW Calendar of Events

Chapter Meetings generally take place on the first or second Monday of each month. All members are welcome.

JANUARY

Thru Jan 5 8 am – 10 pm, daily. Girls Gotta Run second annual
art show and exhibit. Sales of area women artist’s
work will benefit rural teenage Ethiopian girls.
Politics and Prose bookstore/coffeehouse, 5015
Conn. Ave., DC. (See story, page 6)

6 (Sun) 3-5 pm. Java for Justice Series discussion: Violence
Against Women. Mayorga Coffee factory, 8040
Georgia Ave., Silver Spring. Speakers include Donna
Edwards, co-founder and former executive Director
of the National Network to End Domestic Violence.
Free valet parking.

7 (Mon) 7 pm. MONTGOMERY COUNTY NOW MEETING, Mid-
County Regional center, 2424 Reedie Drive, Wheaton,
first floor conference room. Speaker: Mihee Kwun,
MD, on Health Care for the Future. Members and
non-members invited. Directions: 240-777-8100. (Or
see map, this page)

16 (Wed) 4:30 pm. Maryland Legislative Agenda for Women.
President’s Conference Center East, Miller Senate
Office Building, Annapolis. MLAW 20008 Legislative
Agenda and introduction of legislators. Fee $25 by
1/11/08 or $30 after. Prepayment required (regula-
tions). Call 443-519-1005.

27 (Sun) 12:30-5 pm. MONTGOMERY COUNTY COMMISSION
FOR WOMEN’s 2008 LEGISLATIVE BRIEFING (See
story, page 2)

MC NOW New and Renewal Membership Form

Give a gift of membership to your Friends, Family, and Yourself.

FEBRUARY

4 (Mon) MONTGOMERY COUNTY NOW MEETING. See Jan. 7
entry for details.

 $35 ONE YEAR,
FULL NOW MEMBERSHIP
(e-newsletter subscription free)

 $15 Printed copy of newsletter via US mail

$17-34 Sliding scale; what you can afford

 FREE I am a Maryland or National NOW
member and wish to affiliate with
Montgomery County NOW
(chapter 0200)

 Contribution to MC NOW of $ __________________

JAN08MCNOW

Name _______________________________________

Address ______________________________________

City _________________________________________

State ________________________________________

Zip __________________________________________

Phone _______________________________________

Email (include in order to receive the newsletter) ____

I got this newsletter from: ________________________

Gift membership from: __________________________

Please make your check payable to Montgomery County NOW
and mail along with the application to:

MONTGOMERY COUNTY NOW
P.O. Box 2301
Rockville,  MD 20847-2301



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


